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Alumni trio
protects and serves
Three alumni join forces to
protect residents in Prince
George's County, Va.
BY COLL EEN DIXON ('18P)

vie ed for a media strategist position
wit t e Rrince George's County Police
D part e t in Maryland, she quickly discover d sl\e had two fellow Dukes on the
orce. ark Magaw ('81, 'OSP) is the
chief of police, and Capt. Terence Sheppard ('91) is an assistant commander at
the Criminal Investigation Division.
Discovery of the Purple Pride connection was immediate. "During my interview I learned Chief Magaw attended
JMU," recalls Cotterman. "The chief is a
proud JMU graduate so the topic came
up while interviewing. Once I started the
job, I also learned about Capt. Sheppard. They are both so dedicate d to their work - I am proud to be part of the JMU circle here
at the Prince George's County Police Department."
After graduating from JMU in 1999, Cotterman joined the News
Channel 8 team in Springfield, Va., as a production assistant. She
picked up experience as a writer, associate producer and reporter.
In 2002 she moved to Anchorage, Alaska, to become a general
assignment reporter for the local CBS and FOX affiliates to cover
crime and court news. In 2004, Cotterman was a freelance journalist in the Washington, D.C., area for four years. In 2008, she was
hired by FOX News Channel as a producer for its affiliate service,
the Edge. While with the Edge, she traveled throughout the country, cove ring major national stories including the Gulf Oil Spill, the
2008 presidentia l debates and conventions and a Super Bowl.
She returne d to the freelance world in 2010 - splitting her time
between the Edge and Fox News Channel's Special Report newscast. In 2012, Cotterman joined the Prince George's County Police
Department as its media strategist - a perfect position to combine
her love of media and interest in law enforcement.
Cotterman believes that growing up in a military family sparked
her interest in and respect for professions dedicated to serving
and protecting. "Covering the crime beat while reporting in Alaska
only solidified my respect for this line of work. It is a true blessing
to work at the PGPD and see firsthand the selfless nature of our
officers who serve this community."
PGPD Chief of Police Mark Magaw played JMU football for
four yea rs and was an All-American as a senior. He earned a master's degree in management from Johns Hopkins University in
2008. He began his law enforcement career with the United States
Secret Service Uniform Division, serving two years in Washington,
D.C., during the Reagan administration before joining the Prince
George's County Police Department. Magaw is a 30-year veteran
and has se rved the agency in numerous capacities including deputy chief of the Strategic Management Bureau. A highly decorated
comman der known for his integrity and community involvement, he
was sworn in as the chief of police on July 5, 2011.
Political science major Capt. Terrence Sheppard says, "I decided
after my junior year that I wanted to be a crime f ighter. This decision
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was based off classroom visits
Mark Magaw ('81, 'OSP), Terence
Sheppard ('91) and Christina
from federal agencies such as
Cotterman ('99) work together
the DEA and FBI, who spoke to
to protect citizens in Prince
our Criminal Justice clas s."
George's County, Va .
After finishing the police
academy in August 1993,
Sheppard was assigned to the PGPD Bureau of Patrol, District Ill.
He earned a master's degree in management from Johns Hopkins
in 2005 and was promoted to lieutenant in 2006. He remained in
District Ill for one year, served as commander of the Press Information Office for a year and transferred to the District II station
and took command of a shift. In 2006, Sheppard was selected to
attend the FBI National Academy in Quantico, Va., as a member
of Session 230. He received his yellow brick from the Academy in
2007. The brick's significance stems from the name of the final
test of the FBI Academy fitness challenge - The Yellow Brick Road
- which consists of a 6.1-mile grueling obstacle course through a
hilly, wooded trail built by marines. When a student completes this
difficult test, he or she receives an actual yellow brick.
In 2011 Sheppard was transferred to District IV as an investigative commander before being promoted to the rank of captain in
2012. His next position was with the Community Services Division,
before joining the CSD as assistant commander of District IV.
"I was in Harrisonburg in spring 2011 when I brought my son on
a college visit," says Sheppard . "I attended 2010 and 2011 Homecomings, and I speak with William Walton, director of JMU track
and field operations, on a yearly basis. He recruited me to come to
JMU to run track."
Magaw says, "Capt. Sheppard, Christina and I are all proud
JMU graduates. We attended JMU at different times and never
crossed paths on campus, so we find it remarkable that we are
all now working together in PGPD leadership positions. This is
the 28th largest of 18,000 police department across the country.
We serve roughly 1 mill ion resident s and our county borders the
nation's capital. The three of us credit our time at JMU with helping instill in us the importance of community. We took that lesson
with us on graduation day, and it's now in the forefront of how the
PGPD operates." ffl
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